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Grace Church,  Cismont,  w i t h  i t s  a d j a c e n t  c e m e t e r X > i s  s e t  i n  a  c o p s e  o f  a n c i e n t  
t r e e s  o n  a  h i l l  above Route  231 i n  Albemarle  County. The a r c h i t e c t  of  t h e  Goth ic  
R e v i v a l  b u i l d i n g  was r e c e n t l y  i e v e a l e d  th rough  t h e  discovery,among t h e  p a p e r s  o f  a  
p a r i s h i o n e r , o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d rawings  s i g n e d  "W. S t r i c k l a n d ,  A r c h t . / N a s h v i l l e  1 9 t h .  
A p r i l  (18)47". B u i l t  a t  mid-cen tu ry  and r e b u i l t  on  t h e  i n t e r i o r  a f t e r  a d i s a s t r g u s  
f i r e  i n  1895,  t h e  e x t e r i o r  s u r v i v e s  i n t a c t  a s  S t r i c k l a n d  conce ived  i t .  

The c h u r c h  i s c o n s t r u c t e d  of a s h l a r  masonry w i t h  a  s q u a r e  tower p r o j e c t i n g  
s l i g h t l y  from t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  w e s t  end,  and a  o n e - s t o r y  e n t r a n c e  " P o r t a l "  
appended t o  t h a t .  The 1895 c h a n c e l  i s  l a i d  i n  c o u r s e d  r u b b l e  masonry and h a s  
an  a s y m n e t r i c a l  g a b l e  r o o f  and f o u r  l a n c e t  windows o f  v a r i o u s  s i z e s . r u i t h  geo- 
m e t r i c a l  t r a c e r y  i n  t h e  l a r g e s t  one ,  

S t r i c k l a n d ' s  p l a n s  c a l l  f o r  a church  r o u g h l y  i n  t h e  Decorated s t y l e ,  though 
n o t  o f  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  b y  any means. Two-stage c l a s p i n g  c o r n e r  b u t t r e s s e s  
w i t h  o c t a g o n a l  p i n n a c l e s  o r  "minare ts"  mark t h e  c o r n e r s  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  t h e  
p o r t a l .  B u t t r e s s e s  on t h e  s i d e  w a l l s  d i v i d e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n t o  t h r e e  b a y s ,  each  
w i t h  a  two-par t  l a n c e t  window w i t h  p l a t e  t r a c e r y .  On t h e  f a c a d e , s i m i l a r  windo~y-s, 
b u t  w i t h  hood mold ings ,  f l a n k  t h e  tower ,  and r a k i n g  c o u r s e s  o f  r e c t a n g u l a r  machi-  
c o l a t i o n s  p r o v i d e  f u r t h e r  embe l l i shment .  The tower  i t s e l f  was d e s i g n e d  w i t h  a  
t a l l  lower  s t a g e  p i e r c e d  b y  a  l a n c e t  window w i t h  p l a t e  t r a c e r y ,  s u r r o u n d e d  w i t h  
c r o c k e t s  and a n  e l a b o r a t e  c r o s s  a t  t h e  apex .  A d e e p l y  c u t  s c o t i a  mold ing  marks 

( t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  t h e  b e l f r y  s t a g e  w i t h  i t s  t r i p l e  l a n c e t  windows on e a c h  f a c a d e .  
Another  band o f  mold ing  s u p p o r t s  t h e  c o r b e l l e d  b a t t l e m e n t s  which crown t h e  tower .  
S t r i c k l a n d  d e s i g n e d  t h e  p o r t a l  t o  have a  p o i n t e d  a r c h  open ing  and c u r v i l i n e a r  
m a c h i c o l a t i o n s  o r  "ped imenta l  t r a c e r y " . o n  i t s  p a r a p e t e d  g a b l e .  A s m a l l ,  p l a i n  
o n e - s t o r y  v e s t r y  room o f  abou t  t h e  same s i z e  a s  t h e  p o r t a l  was p lanned  f o r  t h e  
e a s t  end.  The e x t e r i o r  o f  t h e  church  f o l l o w s  t h i s  d e s i g n  c l o s e l y .  For  t h e  hood 
m o l d i r ~ g s  o f  t h e  e a s t - e n d  windows were  s u b s t i t u t e d  v o u s s o i r s  of  s l i g h t e r  p r o j e c -  
t i o n  w i t h  prominent  k e y s t o n e s .  T h i s  t r e a t m e n t  was a l s o  u s e d  on t h e  s i d e - w a l l  
windows, f o r  which S t r i c k l a n d  had i n t e n d e d  no e x t e r i o r  embe l l i shment .  The s i d e  
b u t t r e s s e s  were  o m i t t e d  and t h e  b u i l d i n g  was l e n g t h e n e d  one  bay.  'It.70 s m a l l  
f l a n k i n g  s e t b a c k s  were  p l a c e d  on e a c h  s i d e  o f  t h e  t o w e r , r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  o n e  
S t r i c k l a n d  drew. Some o t h e r  changes  were  made, p r o b a b l y  d u r i n g  !:he 1895 recon-  
s t r u c t i o n .  The tower  window c r o c k e t s  were  e x c i s e d ,  and t h e  v e s t r y  room was r e -  
p l a c e d  by t h e  p r e s e n t  l a r g e r  c h a n c e l .  I n  addition,Perpendicular-style t r a c e r y  
r e p l a c e d  S t r i c k l a n d ' s  Decorated- type p l a t e  t r a c e r y .  

On t h e  i n t e r i o r , S t r i c k l a n d ' s  p l a n s  c a l l e d  f o r  an  a u d i t o r i u i ~ ~  c h u r c h  w i t h  a  
n ine - inch-deep  "Recess o f  t h e  P u l p i t "  c o n t a i n i n g  a  cloor t o  t h e  v e s t r y  room i n  t h e  
e a s t  end.  One e n t e r e d  t h e  c h u r c h  th rough  t h e  p o r t a l .  and t u r n e d  r i g h t  o r  l e f t  i n t o  
t h e  a u d i t o r i u m  t h r o u g h  d o o r s  accommodated by t h e  i n t r u s i o n  oE t h e  tower  i n t o  t h e  
main room. A f t e r  t h e  f i r e , a n  a x i a l  e n t r a n c e  was c r e a t e d ,  and t h e  r e a r  w a l l  o f  
t h c  a u d i t o r i u m  was moved fo rward  and a l i g n e d  w i t h  t h e  e a s t  w a l l  o f  t h e  tower ,  
p r o v i d i n g  s p a c e  $ o r  s m a l l  rooms o n  e i t h e r  s i d e .  That  on t h e  n o r t h  i s  p r e s e n t l y  
used a s  a  c h o i r  room, w h i l e  t h a t  on t h e  s o u t h  c o n t a i n s  a  s t a i r  t o  t h c  tower ,  The 
a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e  new c h a n c e l  a f t e r  t h c  f i r e  s i g n a l e d  a  change from Lor.;-';[, !:igh- 
Church o r i e n t a t i o n .  The d e p t h  o f  t h e  c h a n c e l  was i n c r e a s e d  by t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  

( ? a l l  s i d e  c h a p e l s ,  d e l i n e a t e d  by heavy p o i n t e d  a r c h e s  and s q u a t  o c t a g o n a l  columnsz 
111 t h e  n o r t h e a s t  and s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r s  o f  t h e  a u d i t o r i n m .  The opeu~iorlc t i m b e r  
roof  and s t a i n e d - g l a s s  windows a l s o  p o s t d a t e  t h e  f i r e .  
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Grace Church, a  p i c t u r e s q u e  G o t h i c  R e v i v a l  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  Cismont v i c i n i t y  o f  Albemarle  
County, i s  t h e  o n l y  knorm work i n  V i r g i n i a  o f  id i l l i am S t r i c k l a n d  (1788-1854), one  o f  t h e  
n a t i o n ' s  l e a d i n g  a r c h i t e c t s  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  S t r i c k l a n d  
t r a i n e d  under  Benjamin Henry L a t r o b e  and i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  d e s i g n s  o f  s u c h  n o t e d  
works a s  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Exchange,  t h e  Second Bank o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s , i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  
and t h e  Tennessee  S t a t e  C a p i t o l .  ) lost  o f  h i s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  works a r e  i n  a  h e r o i c  Greek 
R e v i v a l  s t y l e ,  h i s  Goth ic  works a r e  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  r a r e ,  a f a c t  t h a t  adds  i n t e r e s t  t o  
Grace Church. 

S t r i c k l a n d ' s  a u t h o r s h i p  o f  Grace  Church 's  d e s i g n  had been f o r g o t t e n  u n t i l  r e c e n t  y e a r s  
I 

when h i s  s i g n e d  d rawings  ( d a t e d  1847)  t u r n e d  up i n  t h e  Rives  f a m i l y  p a p e r s  a t  t h e  Univer-  i 
( s i t y  of  V i r g i n i a .  The Rives  f a m i l y  s e a t  was a t  t h e  n e a r b y  e s t a t e ,  C a s t l e  ':ill. l l le  

I b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  was a p r o j e c t  o f  Mrs. Wil l iam C a b e l l  R i v e s ,  w i f e  o f  t h e  n o t e d  sena-  
t o r  and d ip lomat .  Most o f  the. E p i s c o p a l  c h u r c h e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  d u r i n g  t h e  an tebe l lum p e r i o d  : 
were r e l a t i v e l y  r u d e  s t r u c t u r e s ,  s i m p l e  wooden c h a p e l s  s u r v i v i n g  from t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  , 
t h u s ,  Elrs. Rives  took  s p e c i a l  c a r e  t o  have  h e r  p a r i s h  c h u r c h  be a  f i n e  specimen of  a r c h i -  i 
t e c t u r e .  The u s e  of  t h e  G o t h i c  s t y l e  f o r  E p i s c o p a l  churches  d u r i n g  t h e  m i d - n i n e t e e n t h  ! 

i 
c e n t u r y  was a  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  r o m a n t i c  movement begun i n  England.  L i k e  a  number o f  a r c h i -  j 
t e c t s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  S t r i c k l a n d  drew i n s p i r a t i o n  from t h e  s m a l l ,  med ieva l  p a r i s h  c h u r c h e s  I 

! 
o f  E n g l i s h  v i l l a g e s .  I 

Tile o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  woodwork o f  t h e  c h u r c h  was e x e c u t e d  by a  c r a f t s m a n  named McSparren,  ' /  
a n  Englishman b rough t  f rom t h e  North  by Mrs. R i v e s ,  While h e  was i n  t h e  a r e a ,  PfcSparren 
a l s o  c o n s t r u c t e d  t h e  woodwork f o r  Cobham Park ,  a  l a r g e  G e o r g i a n - s t y l e  mansion n e a r b y ,  
b u i l t  f o r  Wi l l i am C a b e l l  R i v e s ,  Jr ,  Grace Church ' s  woodwork was d e s t r o y e d  when t h e  b u i l d -  
i n g  was g u t t e d  by f i r e  i n  1895.  IJiiether o r  n o t  i t  fo l lowed  t h e  d e s i g n s  i n d i c a t e d ' i n  
S t r i c k l a n d ' s  drawing i s  n o t  known. The p r e s e n t  i n t e r i o r  and c h a n c e l  d a t e  from t h e  r e -  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  f i r e ,  and though f a i r l y  modest  i n  c o n c e p t ,  t h e  d e s i g n  i s  

i 
l a n d  d e s i g n e d  i t ,  and t h e  c h u r c h  c o n t i n u e s  t o  house  a n  a c t i v e  c o n g r e g a t i o n .  

1 t y p i c a l  of  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  work o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  The e x t e r i . o r  s u r v i v e d  e s s e n t i a l l y  a s  S t r i . ~ k - ~  

I k 
Grace  Church i s  t h e  s u c c e s s o r  o f  a  c o l o n i a l  c h a p e l ,  "Nal.kcrs," t h e  s i t e  o f  which i s  marked :, 

, b y  a  b o u l d e r  i n  t h e  f r o n t  y a r d  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  bui . ld ing.  The c h a p e l  took i t s  nanle Lrotn t h e  i 
Walker f a m i l y  who o r i g i n a l l y  ' s t ab l i s l r ed  C a s t l e  H i l l  p l a n t a t i o n .  Grace  Church today  i s  ; 

known f o r  t l ie  c o l o r f u l  b l e s s i n g  o f  t h e  hounds ceremony t h a t  t a k e s  p l a c e  t h e r e  a n n u a l l y .  
I '  

Fox h u n t i n g  i s  an o l d  t r a d i t i o n  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  b e i n g  p o p u l a r i z e d  by D r .  Thornas Walker o f  '! 
C C a s t l e  Hill who i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  "Walker s t r a i n "  o f  fox l~ounds  t o  Vi rg in i . a  i n  the. e i g h t e e n t h  I 

c e n t u r y .  
'I 
I 
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H i s t o r i c a l  Guide t o  - Albemnrle County. 1924. 
O'Nea1, i.:illiam B., e d i t o r .  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Drawing i n  V i r g i n i a ,  1819-1969. C h a r l o t t e s -  

( v i l l e :  School of  A r c h i t e c t u r e  of  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  1969. - 
S t a n t o n ,  phoebe B, The G o t h i c  K e v i v a l  and h e r i c a n  Church A r c h i t e c t u r e .  Ba l t imore :  

Johns Hopkius P r e s s ,  1968.  
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